psychiatry, sensitivity groups, radical psychiatry and crime. It all makes absorbing reading, indeed in parts it might even be called astonishing. What is so important is its relevance for psychiatry in this country. The identity crisis which, if these contributions are to be believed, psychiatry is undergoing in the United States, must not come to this country, with psychiatrists bringing colour, race, religion, politics and sex into their professional relationships, both with each other and with their patients. Psychoanalysis has let them downwhat can be believed in now? Sensitivity groups sweep the country, crime must be treated (despite the lack of evidence on the efficacy of psychologically determined treatments). What is community psychiatry? And whatever it is, is it the answer to psychiatry's problems? It will need a steady nerve if in this country psychiatry is in the future to be bedevilled by the extremists, or confused by sociological or psychological theories of little, if any, validity. To be warned is to be forearmed and this fascinating volume should be read by all who are interested in the future of psychiatry, not only in this country but in the rest of the world.
DENIS LEIGH
An Atlas of Bone-marrow Pathology by M C G Israels MD MSC FRCP 4th ed pp xii + 83 illustrated £3 London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1971 Martin Israels' distinguished career reached a fitting culmination with his award of a titular Chair in Hxematology at Manchester, and the appearance of the 4th edition of his atlas, in his retirement year, is an indication both of his reputation and that the book is popular amongst physicians and technicians alike.
Having said this, however, this reviewer feels that the new edition does less than justice to Professor Israels. The written text remains pragmatic and succinct. There is only an occasional false page reference, presumably the result of revising and adding to the text, much of which was drafted in 1948, though few still use potassium oxalate as an anticoagulant for aspirated marrow and Messrs G T Gurr (p 9) are no longer in the New King's Road.
Printing colour photomicrographs has a fatal fascination for medical publishers and in this edition some of the earlier excellent drawings have been replaced by colour prints which are frankly disappointing. The introduction states that clear nuclear detail is less important in pictures of diseased marrow smears: the point is taken but these prints are too small for easy definition, even to the accustomed eye. The colour rendition is not exact and cellular detail is blurred. The Manchester dedication to morphological detail is known and admired and one can only assume that the publishers have been unable to meet the author's insistence on high grade accuracy.
None the less there is always a place for an atlas in the routine laboratory and, despite the disappointing pictorial reproduction, this 4th edition can be recommended to those who wish to learn the fundamental features of hematological morphology.
J L STAFFORD Aldrin, Dieldrin, Endrin and Telodrin An Epidemiological and Toxicological Study of Long-term Occupational Exposure by K W Jager pp 234 £3050 Amsterdam &c.: Elsevier 1970 Aldrin, dieldrin, endrin and telodrin are organochlorine insecticides. Telodrin has not been manufactured since 1965 because of its toxicity and persistence. The others have been widely used although their scale of use is now being restricted in many countries on account of their persistence in the environment. This book by Dr Jager, the industrial medical officer at the main plant manufacturing these chemicals, does two things. It gives a very complete summary of present knowledge of the toxicology of these four compounds and it gives a detailed description of the epidemiological-toxicological study of the exposed workers.
In assessing the hazard offered by an insecticide either from the point of view of those who apply it or of those who may come in contact with it at a later stage, e.g. as a residue in food, it is necessary to form some opinion of its possible effect on man. In the first place this is done by extrapolation from animal data, but every step must be taken to confirm the extrapolation by studying people with significant exposure to it. Although modern chemical plants are largely enclosed, the production plant workers form one such group of people, particularly in the case of the organochlorine pesticides.
With an exposure many times greater than that of the general population 54 cases of poisoning occurred in a work force of about 900, some sufficiently severe to cause convulsions, but the signs and symptoms were all reversible. Occupational exposure to these compounds for periods up to fifteen years did not have any persistent adverse effect on the health of these workers, whose general sickness pattern was the same as that in similar workers not occupationally exposed. From this work on man the author deduces 'threshold-toxic' and 'no-effect' concentrations for these compounds in the blood and values for their biological half-life. These results are reassuring, since the present exposure of the general population to aldrin and dieldrin, for instance, gives a blood concentration which is 175 times lower than the 'no-effect' level.
The author's style makes the book rather difficult to read and leads at times to apparent inconsistencies, but it all seems to be there if you look for it. The second edition of this textbook conforms in general pattern to the first edition and the addition of 200 pages has been necessary to bring it up to date and ensure its importance for ophthalmologists as a comprehensive review of the fundus.
The main part of this book is concerned with the study of vascular disease in the fundus and this reflects the authors' particular interest and the valuable contributions they have made in this field. The illustrations and fundus drawings are excellent and their correlation with pathological studies adds a further dimension. Some fluorescein studies are included but could be expanded in view of the increasing role this technique has in the diagnosis of fundus lesions.
The value of electrophysiological investigation of the fundus has been particularly stressed, with sections by Professor Auerbach and a current review on the neurolipidosis. The final chapters on the optic disc remain essentially unchanged, and the bibliography is not fully updated. This leads to certain persisting misconceptions, such as the association of hyaline bodies of the disc with tuberous sclerosis, and some confusion in the terminology of disc oedema.
However, this remains a high quality production which will serve to interest not only ophthalmologists but all those physicians concerned with vascular disease. We are indebted to the authors for producing this second edition and though the price may preclude individual purchasers, this will continue to be an essential textbook for medical libraries.
M D SANDERS
Operative Gynecology by Richard W Te Linde MD and Richard F Mattingly MD 4thed ppxxv + 874 illustrated £l17-50 Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1970 Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific The immense range and depth of this volume are somewhat belied by the modest title, since the related pre-and post-operative care commands a sixth of the book and offers great help to candidates for the primary part of higher degrees. Anwsthesia, resuscitation, fluid balance, and cestrogen replacement therapy are all framed concisely by experts and assist greatly in the promotion of successful surgical treatment.
As the original author sees the remorseless passage of time, he has chosen his successor and has combined with him, in this edition, to carry forward the opinion held so successfully beforethe view that perhaps a sound surgical philosophy is more important than technique. This thinking pervades the description of surgical procedures and makes the reasons for choice of method more easily understood. It lends piquancy to the British gynwecologist's reading of the unusual Watkins transposition and Spalding-Richardson operations, for example.
Again, the experience of experts is called on in such special fields as abortion and endometriosis, without disturbing the authors' own imprint. Perhaps the most successful and interesting of the special sections is the discussion about carcinomain-situ of the cervixa section which draws a well balanced picture from the unclear pattern the lesion holds for most of us. Would that the same could be said of the discussion about leukoplakia of the vulva which, sadly, still depends upon Taussig's 1929 concept of the condition. However, without doubt this is a most thoughtful and thought-provoking book from which no gynecologist could fail to learn. London: Academic Press This is the third volume in this series which the editor hopes will in future become a trend-setter for an annually appearing selection of new thoughts in clinical and investigational dermatology. Seven subjects are discussed by authors from different countries.
Greither opens with a review of prurigo which he considers a neglected subject with no agreement amongst dermatologists about classification. British dermatologists have already largely abandoned the term prurigo, as adding to terminological confusion while bearing no relation to the etiology of the conditions encompassed. The article in no way helps to simplify matters. Hjorth gives a very complete and valuable review of primula dermatitis. Concepts of the possible origin of malignant melanomas have changed recently. Mishima gives us an up-to-date account of current knowledge. Despite the fact that the basal cell epithelioma was described by Jacob as early as 1827, its histogenesis is still unclear. Kint reviews the histological, histochemical and electron microscopic evidence which
